BSBI COMMITTEE FOR SCOTLAND

Minutes of the meeting held at 2.00pm on Saturday 12" March 2005, Glasgow, c/o Mr J.
Mclntosh.

1. Apologies: Dr Stephen Bungard, Ms Lynne Farrell, Mr Alistair Godfrey, Mr lan Green and
Ms Deborah Long.

2. Present: Ms Jeanette Hall, Ms Heather McHaffie, Dr Chris Miles, Dr Richard Pankhurst
(Chair), Dr Mark Watson (Minutes). In attendance Mr Jim Mclntosh (BSBI Scottish Officer).

3. Minutes of the meetings of 10" October 2004 and 6™ November 2004
The minutes of the above meetings were circulated with the agenda. These were
approved and duly signed as a true record of the meetings.

4. Matters Arising
10" October 2004
All action points fulfilled satisfactorily.
6" November 2004
Item 3a. Mark Watson agreed to continue as Minute Secretary (see below for comment on
Meetings Secretary).
Item 3b. Heather McHaffie is BSBI representative on BSS Council and BSS liaison on our
committee.
Item 4. Jim Mcintosh is still keen to create a Scottish page on the BSBI website, but
pressures of work in his new job have left him with no time as yet to carry this out. This will
be taken forward in the future when time permits.

5. Chairman’s Report
Richard Pankhurst welcomed the new committee members to their first full committee
meeting. He apologised for the change in date, necessitated by the desire to
accommodate as many people as possible. He also welcomed Jim Mclintosh in his
capacity of BSBI Scottish Officer, a new post that heralds the start of a new era.

a) Rejected Atlas2000 Records. Richard recently compared the electronic dataset of
records he submitted for his VC as part of Atlas2000 with those included in the published
book/CD. This showed that there were many records that were rejected by Monk’s Wood,
but he has never been given feedback on these. He acknowledged that some were
certainly dubious records that should have been rejected, but he was confident that some
were definitely correct and should not have been discarded. Time constraints in collating
all the records in Monks Wood would have made it impractical to feedback this information
at the time, but it would be very useful for VC recorders to know which records from their
VC were rejected so that they can follow this up with vouchers and/or expert
authentication. He has reported this to Records Committee but not heard anything back.
Mark Watson suggested that if the rejected records were included in the central database
but flagged as rejected and so not included in the Atlas2000 output, then they could be
made available on the BSBI website and VCRs could check for themselves.

ACTION: JM to bring this up at the next Records Committee

b) Hybrids Survey. Fieldwork for the proposed BSBI national survey of hybrids will start in
earnest this year with Alan Forrest employed on the project based at RBG Edinburgh.

c) VCR Conference. It was noted that the dates (16™-18" September) might clash with
the BSS conference on western oak woodlands.



d) Plantlife Profile. An article on Lynne Farrell’s career in UK plant conservation was
published in the current Plantlife magazine.

e) Rare Plant Registers. Michael Braithwaite has recently published the first Scottish VC
Rare Plant Register (RPR), a detailed account of the rare plants of Berwickshire, their
distribution, ecology, etc. This prompted a general discussion on RPRs. The general
opinion was that these were very good precursors to a VC Flora or a good way of
providing an update to an existing VC Flora. They contained vital data for local planners
and decision makers, although it should be remembered that neophytes are excluded, but
may be important in a local context. RPR’s help to focus fieldwork activities. Several RPRs
have now been published, ranging from the more basic (but entirely appropriate and very
achievable) spiral-bound RPR for Dorset to the much more elaborate hardback
Berwickshire RPR which has lots of added value and is more like a mini-Flora. Generally
they contain information on about 200 species. Jim Mclntosh said that he would like to
offer support to Scottish VCRs who wished to produce a RPR, and he was in the process
of rewriting the Guidance notes with Bob Ellis and others.

f) LBAPS. Local Biodiversity Action Plans are important to focus conservation issues at a
local level and for widening biodiversity awareness. Most (all?) regions have LBAP officers
who may or may not be in contact with local VCRs. The UK LBAP website has contact
information on LBAP officers and it is up to VCRs to proactively make the necessary links.
It was suggested that Ro Scott could write an article to provide a good account of LBAPs
to the BSBI audience.

ACTION: JM to ask Ro Scott if she would write an article for the Scottish Newsletter.

6. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
The Annual Report of the Committee for Scotland was sent to Council with a note on the
current composition. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and Recorders Meeting have
been prepared. The financial statement 2004/05 was completed and circulated with the
agenda. Chris Miles reminded Committee members that travel expenses beyond the first
£5 can be claimed for attending the meetings.

7. Scottish Officer’s Report
Jim Mclntosh presented a written (Attachment 1) and verbal report. He is working on
sorting out the data custodian agreement for VCR to use with Local Record Centres (there
have been problems with rights of access). Jim produces monthly reports and work plans
for his coordination committee, and offered to email this to the Committee members (this
was agreed).

ACTION: JM to circulate by email monthly reports and work plans.

8. Liaison With Other Groups
a) Scottish Environment Link. The current Newsletter was circulated.

b) Plantlife. No report from Plantlife. Jim McIntosh presented a written (Attachment 2) and
verbal report of the PLINKS meeting. Jim is able to meet with Deborah Long occasionally
to discuss issues.

c) BSS Council. Heather McHaffie reported the activities of BSS in holding a symposium
this year (see 5c), in running field meetings and lecture series which have outreach into
the student and general naturalist communities. The BSBI Scotland and BSS activities
complement each other, and in practice there is quite an overlap in the personnel involved.



Providing a unified calendar of events on the BSBI Scottish web pages would highlight all
the botanical activities that these two groups are providing.

ACTION: JM to include a combined calendar of events in the Scottish web pages and

10.

1.

suggest a similar thing for PLINKS.

d) SNH. Lynne Farrell submitted a written report (Attachment 3) which was read by Chris
Miles

Reports to and from BSBI Council and Committees

a) Council - Richard Pankhurst reported that the next council would be next week, the
papers had been circulated and he would be attending.

b) Records Committee - Jim Mcintosh presented a written (Attachment 4) and verbal
report.

Field meetings for 2005 and 2006
Stephen Bungard sent a written report saying that bookings were good at the moment for
the eight planned meetings in 2005. Nothing was reported for 2006

Vice-County Recorders

VC 96 - Margaret Baron has indicated that she would very much like to resign. Jeff
Waddell is a possible replacement; hopefully Margaret Fraser will be willing to continue to
help out.

VC75 — It was reported that Allan Stirling had sadly died. David Lang is a possible
candidate. Peter Macpherson should be contacted for his views.

ACTION: JM to contact Peter Macpherson and ask about VC75.
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13.

VC99 - Alison Rutherford is keen to hand over to someone else as she cannot get around
easily without help with transport (she cannot drive). There is no obvious candidate, but
she is happy to continue in a reduced capacity until a solution is found.

The Scottish Newsletter

Peter Macpherson has said that he is happy to continue as editor of the Scottish
Newsletter after the recent death of Allan Stirling. Copy for the next issue of the Scottish
Newsletter is proceeding well, although the report of the Annual Meeting from Gordon
Rothero has yet to be received.

Scottish Annual Meeting and AGM

The 2005 Scottish Annual Meeting and AGM will be held in the Perth Museum. Jim
Mclntosh reported on progress as he has been liaising with Alistair Godfrey who has been
making the arrangements with Lynne Farrell. The Perth Museum has been booked
(lecture room, gallery and library). Catering may be a problem but the gallery may be an
option. The George Hotel has been reserved and a 2 course meal plus coffee costed at
£15. The Committee was very happy with this arrangement and endorsed a firm booking
for 60 people. It was suggested that the George Hotel might also be a good place for
people to stay, and we may get a discounted block booking. Andy Amphlett and/or Neil
Cowie were suggested as good speakers. Summerfield books will need inviting early so
that they are able to attend.

Heather McHaffie suggested that the Perthshire SNS might be willing to provide tea and
coffee during the meeting. Heather said that she would ask them.



Mark Watson said that he would be willing to help out if needed, and promised to send a
copy of the guidance notes for the Exhibition Secretary to Chris Miles.

ACTION: tasks remaining:

14.

15.

Send Exhibition Secretary guidance notes to Chris Miles [MW]

Finalise speaker and title [JM to contact ...]

Arrange who will introduce the speaker [TBA at next meeting ]

Contact Summerfield Books [CM to write and invite]

Book Hotel and finalise meal arrangements and cost [JM to liaise with LF]

Make arrangements for tea and coffee during the day [HM to contact ....]

Finalise the local organiser (deals with exhibit titles, on the day arrangements, slideshow)
[JM to liaise with LF]

Prepare flier to include with BSBI and BSS mailings [TBA at next meeting ]

Receive and acknowledge bookings for exhibits, slides and evening meal [TBA at next
meeting]

A.O.C.B.

Jim MclIntosh has made a 5-day booking at Kindrogan in anticipation of organising a
Scottish VCR meeting. This might attract VCRs who cannot make the UK wide recorder’s
conference.

A vote of thanks was given to Jim Mclntosh for hosting the meeting and for providing an
excellent spread for tea.

Date of Next Meeting
23 April 2005, C/o lan Green, 19 Bogmoor Road, Bogmoor, Spey Bay, Fochabers,
Moray.

ACTION: CM to circulate advance details of how to get to Bogmoor with these minutes.



ATTACHMENT 1
BSBI Scottish Officer Report for Scottish Committee Meeting on 12 March 2005

Using the aims and objectives in the Job Description as a reporting structure, and covers
recently completed work and current work. Imminent work is in italics.

1. Building the voluntary network in Scotland
1.1 Establishing a Scottish base for the BSBI.

e Am currently developing a Steering Group Partnership Working Agreement which sets
out its purpose and its collective and individual roles and responsibilities.

e Am currently consulting the Steering Group on a draft 4 year Strategy and Action Plan
and first year’'s Annual Work Program, and hope to finalise these documents shortly.

1.2 Work with SNH to discuss and agree how best BSBI data can be used.

e Have just met SNH (Jennifer Davidson) to discuss data, LRC and NBN issues.

1.3 Actively encourage recruitment of new botanists

e Shortly hoping to develop, arrange and publicise an experimental program of 3 field
meetings during the summer aimed at specific target groups, such as botanical
students, conservation agency and NGO staff

1.4 Establish a youth program

o Will also arrange one field meeting for less experienced BSBI members specifically
targeted at new (and young?) members.

1.5 Establish a Scottish website

e  Will provide content for a new Scottish section on the BSBI website.

1.6 Work proactively within BSBI committee structure to better harness those already
volunteering

o Have worked with Alison Rutherford and Alan Stirling’s sister to identify and safeguard
important books, records, maps and notes relating to both VC75 and elsewhere in the
UK. The Scottish Officer (post) has inherited many of Alan’s floras and atlases.
Individual Recording (Pink) cards, recording cards, notes and historical
correspondence, has been separated out by VC and sent to the appropriate VCR.

e Also helped to pack up and transport two car-loads of vascular plant and some
bryophyte herbarium material to the RBGE.

e Attended recent Records Committee and Training and Education Committee meetings.

¢ Am drafting contributions to the Scottish Newsletter and the April BSBI News.

e Continue to develop proposals for a VCR Field Meeting & Workshop. Have made a
provisional booking with Kindrogan. Aiming to finalise details shortly.



2. Delivering conservation objectives in Scotland

2.1 Contribute to survey and monitoring targets for UKBAP species

Will arrange to discuss possible BSBI involvement, with SNH.

2.2 Contribute to SCM of SSSis

Have brought the 2004 BSBI Site Condition Monitoring program to a successful
conclusion: 7 SCM reports quality checked and handed over to SNH; arranged for
surveyors costs to be paid; and gave feedback to SNH about the SCM guidance.

Met SNH in February to agree a prioritised BSBI SCM Work Program with approx 12
high priority sites — mostly unfinished sites from the BSBI 2004 SCM program - and 12
lower priority sites. We also agreed to hold a training day for all BSBI SCM volunteer
surveyors at Battleby in April. SNH agreed to make an internal bid to cover volunteer
costs and expenses.

Will ask for volunteers for SCM survey work shortly, amongst VCRs and members.

2.4 Provide SNH with local Rare Plant Registers (RPR)

Have met with fellow Perthshire VCRs and have agreed to work towards a first edition
of a RPR for Perthshire by 2007, to lead by example.

Attended MEB’s Berwickshire CRPR launch.

Am responding to VCR requests for data from SNH’s Rare Plant Database and its
SCM Vascular Plant Database after my recent offer in the Recorder Newsletter.

Will continue to provide VCRs with help and advice on RPRs and VC checklists as
required.

2.5 Support BSBI data handling plans.

Am currently arranging a MapMate Workshop for VCRs on the 8-10 April at Kindrogan.
So far have 10 Beginners and 5 ‘Intermediates’ interested.

Will continue to provide ad-hoc help to VCRs and members on MapMate, e-mail and
computer issues.

Attended and reported on Workshop arranged by BRISC in January on the
Environmental Information Regulations for recorders and data managers.

Am helping to negotiate Data Sharing agreement between VCRs and LRCs (in the
north-east Scotland and in the Borders).

Jim Mclintosh
BSBI Scottish Officer

11 March 2005



ATTACHMENT 2

Report to BSBI Scottish Committee of the PLINKS meeting
on 17 November 2004 at RBGE

Main Points:

Not much to report of interest to the BSBI as much of the meeting was taken up by lower plant
issues such as the Strategy for the conservation of lower plants in Scotland.

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation: a session was devoted to identifying member’s
projects which contributed to the Global Strategies Targets. PLINKS members were asked to
complete the task by e-mail.

An update on Policy, strategy and legislation changes was given by Deborah Long who

referred to the UKBAP review, Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and the Environmental
Information Regulations.

Jim Mcintosh
BSBI Scottish Officer

10 March 2005



ATTACHMENT 3
REPORT TO BSBI SCOTISH COMMITTEE MARCH 2005 FROM SNH REPRESENTATIVE

1. BSBI and SCM survey. 5 reports had been received from BSBI surveyors for 2004, and
this had helped towards achieving a large number of SSSIs surveyed over the first 6-year
cycle of SCM. There were several more sites which were still to be surveyed in 2005. Jim
Mclntosh had met with Chris Sydes, Ro Scott, lan Bray and Lynne Farrell to prioritise these
sites and to identify a realistic programme for 2005 season.

Lynne Farrell had offered to run a Training Day at Battleby on Sat 16 April for BSBI
surveyors. This would help to make sure everyone was clear about the work and the
reporting. Jim will send a note round to possible BSBI participants and assist with the agenda
and training on the day. Numbers are limited to 16 as the only room available at the weekend
before the field season is the library at Battleby.

2. Chris Sydes, Ro Scott and Jim had met to discuss the BSBI Scottish Officer work
programme and this is being finalised.

3. Availability of data sharing was also being discussed and the best way of achieving this.

4. Species Status Assessment project. Lynne Farrell is chairing the SSA working Group for
Vascular plants, which is aimed at producing a new Red list by end of April 2005. This list is
based on scientific information, and will be published by JNCC in Spring 2005. The Red list
will then form the basis of the new BAP list, to be developed over the next year or so. David
Pearman has been the main BSBI representative, but several members of the working group,
if not all of them, are BSBI members. This has been an excellent example of partnership
working.

5. Heather McHaffie is continuing her work based at RBGE on 10 Scottish rare species, and
will be holding a Fumaria workshop on 31 July at Vane Farm, Kinross.

6. SNH has advertised for applications for research studentships via their website. The
closing date was 4 March 2005, and Dr Phil Boon and Prof Des Thompson will be deciding on
the projects SNH will be supporting.

7. SNH has continued its input to Plantlife Link, and has consulted BSBI on several resent
items such as the Scottish Outdoor Access Code, DEFRA non-native species review, and
Partnership for action against wildlife crime (PAW).

Lynne Farrell
10 March 2005



ATTACHMENT 4

Report to BSBI Scottish Committee of the BSBI Records Committee Meeting
On 25 January 2005 in London

Main Points:

A List of Taxa which require expert determination is being developed by the committee
which will be published to guide botanists and VCRs. The aim is to enhance recording
standards.

Developing and supporting Referees: There was discussion on how to do this better. It was
agreed to encourage referees to take on understudies and to encourage younger botanists to
take on referee roles.

Data Capture from Referees: Ways to improve data capture from referees were discussed,
and a proposal made to alter the system, to ensure that the BSBI gets the determined record
as well as the recorder in future.

VCR Annual Reports: Agreed that all VCRs would be asked to complete an Annual Report —
even if it was a ‘nil’ return.

An Atlas Updating Project was proposed to publish revised Atlas Maps with new and
amended data on the BSBI website. Resulted in heated discussion, as Trevor James, NBN,
was strongly opposed to the BSBI publishing this data on its own website. A subcommittee set
up to resolve matters.

BSBI Hybrid Book Project (previously approved by committee). It was announced that
outside funding couldn’t be found to support a project officer. A checklist of hybrid taxa and
guidance on their collection for expert determination will be published shortly.

Local Change: data almost all forwarded to centre. Bob Ellis still gathering VCR comments
on the ‘lost and found’ species.

Rare Plant Registers: Bob Ellis leading on redrafting BSBI guidance.
Scottish Officer: Was welcomed, and gave very short report.

Jim Mclintosh

BSBI Scottish Officer

10 March 2005



